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PRESS RELEASE

3rd June 2009
Le Tournoi launches Soccer Festival, 25th to 28th June 2009

Today sees the launch of the Le Tournoi Soccer Festival 2009.  As one of Jersey’s largest participation events this summer the Soccer Festival, which is now in its 9th year, will be bigger and better than ever, uniting the corporate world for the direct benefit of the local community.
Traditionally an open soccer tournament for mens, ladies and children’s teams to enter, Le Tournoi Football has evolved to incorporate a stronger community element too.  For 2009, the soccer event will take place on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th June at Les Quennevais, but will be added to by a series of community initiatives on Thursday 25th and Friday 26th June at various venues in the Island.

“We are committed to building on the huge success of 2008 where almost 1,200 players competed over the weekend and we added a day of community and schools coaching,” explains Le Tournoi co-ordinator Andy Le Seelleur.  “For 2009, we have added a fourth day to evolve the community element, and are attracting even more players to the soccer event.  With interest from Guernsey and the UK, we are hoping to top the 2,000 participants mark over the course of the weekend which will be an incredible achievement and directly benefit the local community and charities that Le Tournoi supports.” 
Highlights of the 2009 event so far planned include:

· Developing stronger relations with David Kennedy’s Community Sport initiative.  Last year, two new aspects of the summer challenge were introduced - kids’ coaching at Springfield on the Friday in the company of Southampton and England football guests providing skills coaching to 150 of David’s protégées, and the hugely successful Friday evening party at the Waterfront.  This year, in consultation with David and his team, Le Tournoi is delighted to have expanded the community element to two days (Thursday 25th and Friday 26th) expanding the range of sports on offer to the kids including taekwondo, golf and squash as well as the soccer. 
Contd/...
· A key part of the Community Sport Development strategy is to open up as many sports as possible to primary school children, particularly those who may not have exposure to certain activities under normal circumstances.  It is hoped that, by expanding the sports on offer over the two days, some of the hundreds of primary schoolchildren who attend taster sessions will go on to take up one of these activities on an longer term basis.
· Colin Nell, European Soccer Skills Champion, will be returning to Jersey for the Soccer Challenge.  Last year, Colin stole the show and was a massive hit with the kids as he dazzled everyone with his tricks – not just with a football, but with a tennis ball and golf ball too!  Colin has kindly agreed to be here for all four days of the event to ensure as many kids and other areas of the community can enjoy his tricks and skills.

· Laura Lengthorn, the UK’s No.1 ladies squash player and 7th seed in the world will join the event.  This reinforces Le Tournoi’s ability to secure the top sports stars, which in their own right are passionate about developing sport within the community, giving children a taste of what they could also achieve.

· The introduction of Under 11 and Under 12 groups, to run alongside the existing Men, Ladies, Years 2&3 (combined) and Years 4&5 (combined).

· A huge, free community party in People’s Park which will see sport and live music combined to engage many of Jersey’s youngsters. This follows on from last years success which saw various groups of young people mix and enjoy events such as inflatable football parks, the hardest shot speed gun and live music by the Jersey Youth Service.

“Young people have been given a hard time recently despite only a minority actually offending,” says David Kennedy, Community Development Officer for Sport  “Through projects such as the community evening we can prove that a majority of youngsters are well behaved. Our partnership with Le Tournoi allows us to add prestige to our events and inevitably make them more attractive to young people.
Contd/...

The Le Tournoi Soccer Tournament continues to be supported by the Professional Footballers’ Association (PFA).  “The PFA are delighted to once more offer support for Le Tournoi in whatever way we can.  This fantastic annual event fully demonstrates how best to utilise football and other sports to positively affect the lives of so many young people,” says Christian Smith, the PFA’s Commercial Director.

The Le Tournoi event is continually evolving with the finer details being finalised on a weekly basis.  Further event details and schedules will be released in the coming weeks, but for up to date information and registration details, enquirers should visit the comprehensive Le Tournoi website – www.letournoi.org
- ENDS
For further information, please contact:

Sam Watts, Orchid Communications
E: sam@orchidcommunciations.co.uk or T: 888992
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